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The Geosciences Summer Research Fund for Graduate Students

Graduate students in the Department of Geosciences at VT are guaranteed 9-months of stipend and
tuition per year, using grants and university funds. But this leaves summers potentially unpaid. This
equates to about a ~$50k/yr gap in funding leaving some graduate students with no other option than to
take out a loan, pick up part-time work or see their quality of life decline.

In 2025, the Geosciences Advisory Board took a big step toward covering the gap. Starting with a Giving
Day challenge, members of the Board went on to make lead gifts and establish a new endowment. By
2026, 100% of Board members have contributed and others have started joining in.

Check out the impact this fund has already made
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Help Us Reach our Goal

Our goal is to raise $1.3 million for this endowment to fully cover summer funding and guarantee all
students 12-months of support upon admission. This would allow students to focus on their research in
the summer, while also facilitating competitive recruiting.

$293k has already been raised!

Come be a part of something big. Your donation will directly benefit graduate students!
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Give now or contact us for more information

Department Contact/Info

Department Head - Jim Spotila (spotila@vt.edu) @ @
https://geos.vt.edu
(540) 231-6521
College of Science Contact @

Director of Development for the College of Science -

Jenny Orzolek (jorzolek@vt.edu)

(540) 231-5643
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